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COMPLIANCE STATEMENT  
It is the policy of the Montoursville Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, sex, 
religion, color, national origin, age, handicap or limited English proficiency in its educational programs, 
services, facilities, activities or employ ment policies as required by Title IX of the 1972 Educational 
Amendments, Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, Section 504 Regulations of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Section 204 Regulations of the 1984 Carl D. 
Perkins Act or any applicable federal statute.  
For information regarding programs, services, activities, and facilities that are accessible to and usable 
by handicapped persons or for inquiries regarding civil rights compliance, contact: Montoursville Area 
School District, 50 North Arch Street, Montour sville, PA 17754, 570- 368- 2491; or the Director of the 
Office of Civil Rights, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Washington, D.C. 
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Montoursville Area High School  
The mission of Montoursville Area School District is to provide comprehensive programs that 
emphasize the Pennsylvania and National Academic Standards.  This will empower all students to use 
their individual abilities and capabilities to be life - long learn ers and successful contributors to a global 
society.  
 

Dear Students:  
 
The Montoursville Area High School faculty, staff, and administration have prepared the  
Course Catalog to assist you and your parents in the process of course selection. You will 
find a wide array of required and elective courses  as well as many Advanced Placement 
options. Your teachers, guidance counselors, and principals are available to assist you 
with goal setting and appropriate course selection as you move toward graduation. You are 
strongly encouraged to discuss your goals and course options with the se individuals and 
your parents prior to scheduling.   And with our 9- period day, it is even more important to 
have these discussions as study halls will be limited .  
 
High school is what you make of it.  Careful consideration and selection of advanced 
courses will allow you to take full advantage of the many academic opportunities at 
Montoursville Area High School.  I encourage you to challenge yourself and make the mos t 
of these opportunities.   If you are considering college, these choices should include our 
most advanced level of courses, Advanced Placement.  These courses will truly prepare 
you for the next level of education.   
 
On behalf of the faculty and staff of Montoursville Area High School, we wish you the very 
best success as you plan your future. We look forward to working with you throughout 
your high school career.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Matthew S. Johnson, Ed. D. 
Principal  
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Mission of Montoursville Area High School  
 
The mission of Montoursville Area School District is to provide comprehensive programs that 
emphasize the Pennsylvania and National Academic Standards.  This will empower all students to use 
their individual abilities and capabilities to be life - long learn ers and successful contributors to a global 
society. 
 

Philosophy of Education  
 
Our service of providing educational growth with all  its ramifications takes into consideration the socio -
economic nature of the community we are serving now and the future needs of this citizenry as they 
remain in this locale or migrate to other areas of the world.  Our goals are based on the premise that we 
are serving the community, about 60 percent are rural and 40 percent suburban, with a diversity of 
occupations and industry with a curve distribution slightly above normal in regard to wealth, 
intelligence, social habits, and aspira tions. 
 
It is our desire to provide the necessary vehicle so that our pupils will react now and, in the future, as 
rational, sensible, and humane citizens destined to live a purposeful life with a profound respect for the 
dignity of mankind. 
 
We recognize the right of all students to a type of education that will permit them to perform in and 
contribute to our changing democratic society and that will allow them to respect the personal and 
property rights of its citizens.  
 
The formal curriculum, as well as the activities and other facets of the school program, is important and 
is designed to accommodate a wide range of differences and the many ramifications regarding  the 
ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦ 
 
We recognize and must prepare the student with a background in fundamental skills that will serve as 
foundations for future and specialized learning.  In addition to these fundamentals, certain immediate 
post high school employment - oriented needs should al so be accommodated. 
 
We feel that a wholesome, day- to- day, present state of mental outlook, attitudes, and physical well -
being are important to the pupils now and will affect their future.  We shall, through our resources, try to 
maintain and cultivate this wholesomeness.  
 
The student- teacher- parent relationship is to be viewed as one of mutual respect, trust, and 
consideration for the efforts, rights, and positions of each.  
 
It is our intent to have the educational process occur in an orderly but friendly and unrepressed  
ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ  tŀǊŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƛǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 
 
The final decisions, although made by the administration and/or the school board, shall take into serious 
consideration opinions, ideas, and facts presented by the faculty, students, or the public.  It is important 
that avenues of communication be kept open and uninhibited so that free exchange among these parties 
may occur. 
 
It is our primary commission to teach, to foster learning, and to encourage each pupil to achieve his/her 
potential.  
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Introduction  
Graduation Requirements (Board Policy #217)  
Graduation requirements of the Montoursville Area High School, which is accredited by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education, must meet the graduation requirements of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education and the Montoursville Area School District gra duation standards.  Courses for 
credit may be taken at institutions of higher education or area summer schools.  All such courses must 
have prior approval of the principal.  
 
The graduation requirements of the Montoursville Area High School require each  student to complete a t 
least 26 units of credit in certain specified areas in grades 9 through 12 in order to be awarded a high 
school diploma.  In addition to completing the 26  credits, students shall meet all requirements of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education for high school graduation.  
 

Units of Credit Course/Subject 
4.0 English:  

Must satisfactorily complete four (4) English credits.  

3.0 Math:  
Must satisfactorily complete three (3) math credits taken while the student is in 
grades 9- 12.  All students must pass a Keystone tested Algebra course to graduate  
(Algebra I, Algebra IA/B, Integrated Algebra/Geometry) 

3.0 Science:  
Must satisfactorily complete three ( 3) science credits.  All students must pass a 
Keystone biology course to graduate. 

4.0 Social Studies:  
Must satisfactorily complete  four  (4) Social Studies credits.  All students must take 
and pass Civics & Government, US History , World History,  and CSS or AP 
Equivalent course as a senior (Dual Enrollment may be considered on a case- by-
case basis.) 

2.0 Health and Physical Education:  
Must satisfactorily complete 2.0 credits Physical Education .  Freshmen will have 
Intro to Physical Educati on/Health to fulfill 0.5 credits  of this requirement.   

2.0 Arts ** or Humanities* **:  
Must satisfactorily complete two (2) credits in any of the following electives : 
 
Visual Arts, Film Studies, Technology Education, Literature, Foreign Languages, or 
additional courses in English and Social Studies  

8.0 Additional Credits:  
The student elects enough other credits such that at least the eight (8) credits  are 
accumulated to total the 26.0  required by the Montoursville Area School District.   
Financial Literacy /Agribusiness  must be 0.5 credits of the 8.0.  

--  
 

Embedded Credits (0.5 Each) 
Career Pathways ς Credits received upon completion of Modules prior to second 
semester of Junior Year  
SAE Completion ς Credits received upon completion of SAE requirements  

26.0 Total credits required for graduation.  
 
**  Arts:  Visual Arts, Music, Film Studies, Technology Education 
***  Humanities: Literatu re, Foreign Languages, History, or additional courses in English and Social Studies 
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ACT 158 State Graduation Requirements 
Act 158 of 2018 (Act 158) provides alternatives to Pennsylvania's statewide requirement of attaining 
proficiency on the three end - of- course Keystone Exams (Algebra I, Literature, and Biology) for a 
student to achieve statewide graduation requirements.   
 
Effective with the graduating class of 2023, students have the option to demonstrate postsecondary 
preparedness through one of four additional pathways that more fully illustrate college, career, and 
community readiness. Keystone Exams will continue as the  statewide assessment Pennsylvania uses to 
comply with accountability requirements set forth in the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 
Although students will no longer be required to achieve proficiency on the Keystone Exams to meet the 
statewide graduation requirement,  students must take the Keystone Exams for purposes of federal 
accountability . Failure to do so will affect a Local Education Agency (LEA) and school's participation rate.  
 
For students graduating in 2023 and beyond, five pathways exist for meeting state high school 
graduation requirements . Please see the graphic below for reference:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2017&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1095
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Course/Subject Requirements  
 
LycoCTC Credits: Each year 36 weeks of LycoCTC work shall be equated to four (4 ) credits as part of the 
seven and a half (7.5) additional credits requirement.  
 
Awarding of Credit: Course credits may not be used to meet more than one (1) graduation requirement.  
A grade of 70% or higher or P (Pass) must be attained in order to pass the course and receive credit.  
 
Unit of credit:  For graduation purposes, a unit of credit shall represent satisfactory completion of a 
planned course of 120 hours of instruction in grades 9 - 12.  A school district may offer a planned course 
of less than 120 hours and course credit shall be awarded based  on a fraction thereof.  
  
Courses approved for graduation credit:  All courses offered and taken in grades 9 - 12 are approved for 
graduation credit.  The courses which fulfill required areas, shall be interpreted using information stated 
in the Montoursville Area District Graduation Requirements.  
 
Student Transfer: In cases of pupils transferring to the Montoursville Area High School, the 
administration may make certain exceptions to the previous requirements if they feel in essence the 
pupil has met the requirements or transferring presents a very impractical situa tion.  The intent of this 
is to prevent a hardship on a student as a result of technicalities.  
 

Keystone Exams  
By this point, we are all familiar with the PSSA Exams and their meaning for schools and students.   You 
will find a link on our website that gives some detailed information on the Keystone Exams and how they 
impact our sc hool community. Any course that requires a Keystone exam will be marked in our Course 
Catalog as such.  
× Students take Keystone Exams at the end of the following courses : 

o Algebra I (Algebra I or Algebra IB)  
o Biology (Biology or Honors Biology or Technical Biology)  
o Literature (English 10 and Honors English 10)  

 

Promotion and Retention  (Board Policy #215) 
High School(Grades 9- 12) students are classified and assigned to grade levels according to the minimum 
standards listed below:   
Grade 9 ς Satisfactory completion of the program of study in Grade 8   
Grade 10 ς Satisfactory completion of 6 credits by the end of 9th grade  
Grade 11 ς Satisfactory completion of 12 credits by the end of 10th grade  
Grade 12 ς Satisfactory completion of 18 credits by the end of grade 11 and the ability to plan a schedule 
that will meet requirements for graduation, which includes an additional 8 credits for a cumulative total 
of 26 credits for graduation.  
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Advanced Placement (AP) 
AP can change your life. Through college- level AP courses, you enter a universe of knowledge that 
might otherwise remain unexplored in high school; through AP Exams, you have the opportunity to earn 
credit or advanced standing at most of the nation's colle ges and universities. These college level 
courses require students to meet high standards for success. They require reading and writing skills at 
a superior level as well as abilities to analyze, synthesize, evaluate, and create. Students selecting these 
courses must be highly motivated, self - directed learners.  All students enrolling in AP courses are 
highly encouraged to take the Advanced Placement exam for that course.  Students considering college 
in their plans should enroll and successfully complete a  number AP classes before graduation.  The 
experience and preparation required gives you a good idea of what a college class will be like.   Check 
the CollegeBoard® website for AP Credit Policy at 
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search - credit - policies. 
 

Special Education  
Parents of students who suspect that their child has a disability and is in need of specialized instruction  
may request a multidisciplinary team evaluation of their child through a written request to the building 
principal or the Supervisor of Special Education. For additional information pertaining to special 
education services, please refer to the Montoursvil le Area School District website at 
www.montoursville.k12.pa or contact the office of Special Education at 570 - 368- 3502.   
 

  

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies
http://www.montoursville.k12.pa/
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Dual Enrollment  ς Grades 11 & 12 
The dual enrollment coursework opportunities at MAHS exist  for the purpose of academic advancement, 
and early access to cost - effective college credits. These courses are typically not courses that are 
brick - and- mortar at the high school and are typically in an online format offered through universities 
and colleges with whom we have an agreement.  
 
Currently, MAHS has agreement with the following colleges/universities:  
 Penn College (See Penn College Dual Enrollment  -  considered concurrent enrollment ) 
 Commonwealth University (Online ς Asynchronous/Partial Synchronous)  
 BYU (Online ς Asynchronous)  
 Harris Learning ς Multiple College/University Affiliations (Online ς Asynchronous) 
 Lycoming College (In- Person) 
 

*Note* There is no guarantee of transferability of online courses to your selected universities. Transfer 
decisions/discussions occur between college applicants/students and admissions at the respective 
university or college.  

 
Dual enrollment coursework will be selected, if applicable, in collaboration between student, parent(s), 
high school principal, and 11- 12 grade counselor.  All course selections for each semester will require 
final approval from school counselor and administration before students are scheduled into them . 
 
All of  our dual enrollment partners function differently, so the earlier a student can begin the process, 
the quicker enrollment timelines/deadlines can be established to ensure access to coursework.  
 
Recommended Dual Enrollment Requirements:  
¶ GPA of 90% 
¶ Proficiency on Keystone Exams 
¶ Students should not have any attendance concerns. 
¶ Students must be self - motivated, with excellent  time management skills, and history of meeting course 

deadlines and an ability to self - advocate. 

 
Grading Guidelines: Students entering dual enrollment/early college coursework should understand 
grading relative to their courses.  
¶ The grade earned will appear on the report card and final MAHS transcript.  
¶ The course and grade earned will be included in the GPA and weighted between Honors and AP 

coursework at 1.075. 

 
Course Materials: 
As of this time, MAHS will cover costs for Dual Enrollment courses , but will not cover costs for 
associated texts.  
. 
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Agriculture  

 
Agriculture education is a course encompassing Agriscience, general Ag practices, Agribusiness options, 
and Agriculture careers. It is designed to give a general overall view and practices for modern day 
Agriculture.  
 

  
6800 AGRICULTURE, FOOD, & NATURAL RESOURCES (AFNR) 
Grade(s): 9 -  12  Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6 
Embedded Credit Opportunity: (SAE 0.5) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Objectives: AFNR introduces students to the range of agricultural opportunities and the pathways of study 
they may pursue. CASE incorporates science, mathematics, reading, and writing components into the 
context of agriculture. Students use this course's introductory skills and knowledge throughout the CASE 
curriculum. Woven throughout the course, there are activities to develop and improve students' 
employability skills through practical applications. Students explore career and post - secondary 
opportunities in each ar ea of the course. While surveying the opportunities available in agriculture and 
natural resources, students learn to solve problems, research, analyze data, work in teams, and take 
responsibility for their work, actions, and learning. Students investigate , experiment, and learn about 
documenting a project, solving problems, and communicating their solutions to their peers and members 
of the professional  
community. 
   
Description: The AFNR course is designed as a fundamental and basic pre - requisite course  to precede 
future Agriculture  Courses and tracks thus, if a student can or only chooses one Agriculture Course, then 
that course must be AFNR.  
 
6820 ANIMAL HUSBANDRY  
Grade(s): 10 -  12   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6 
Embedded Credit Opportunity: (SAE 0.5) 
Prerequisite: Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources   
 
Objectives: Animal Science is a year - long course designed to introduce students to the principles of 
animal biology, care, production, and the role of animals in agriculture and society. Students explore topics 
such as domestication, genetics, reproduction, nutrition,  health, welfare, and product processing across 
small, large, and exotic species. Through hands- on labs, interactive projects, and real - world applications, 
students learn how to safely handle and manage animals, identify breeds, understand body systems, an d 
evaluate animal products. The course emphasizes scientific thinking, ethical animal care, and agricultural 
literacy, preparing students for careers in veterinary medicine,  
animal production, agribusiness, and related fields while fostering appreciation for the connection 
between animals and human life.  
 
Description: Students in animal science learn about many different types of animals, such as production 
animals like cows and chickens, wildlife in their natural habitats, small animals like dogs and cats, and 
zoo animals. Additionally, the field includes practical asp ects like the science and business of producing 
food from animals, such as meat, milk, and eggs, while emphasizing humane treatment and proper 
management practices to ensure the well - being of all animals involved.  
 
Note: This course may satisfy a science requirement.  
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6850 AGRIBUSINESS FINANCIAL LITERACY  
Grade(s): 11 -  12   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: (None)  
 
Description : This course is a year- long, hands- on experience where students operate a virtual farm or 
ranch through five simulated years of business decision - making. Working in teams, students start with 
a million - dollar loan and manage crops, livestock, and agribusine ss finances, making choices about 
budgeting, labor, marketing, and  expansion. Each season introduces new challenges such as random 
events, taxes, and market fluctuations, requiring teams to apply personal finance, production, and 
management principles. The course integrates Pennsylvania Core Standards and Ag Production CIP 
competencies, teaching students how to plan, calculate, and adapt in realistic agricultural scenarios 
while connecting classroom learning to real - world agribusiness operations and FFA ca reer readiness 
and preparing personal financial literacy skills.  
 
Note: This course satisfies the financial literacy requirement.  
 
6830 AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS  
Grade(s): 10 ς 12 Credit(s): 1.0  Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6 
Embedded Credit Opportunity: (SAE 0.5) 
 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources  (AFNR) 
 
Objectives: This course provides an in - depth exploration of the technologies and systems used in 
agricultural mechanization, energy management, and transportation within the agricultural sector.  
     
Description: The Agricultural Mechanics course provides students with a comprehensive, hands - on 
introduction to the technical skills and safety practices used in modern agricultural construction, power 
systems, and equipment maintenance. Throughout the year, students l earn measurement, layout, and 
blueprint reading; explore framing, electrical, and plumbing systems; and study power, energy, and 
internal combustion engines.  
 
Emphasis is placed on safe tool operation, precision workmanship, and understanding agricultural 
building codes. By combining classroom instruction with practical shop projects, this course prepares 
students for real - world applications in agricultural trad es, equipment operation, and future careers in 
agricultural engineering and construction.  
 
6840 BOTANICAL SCIENCES  
Grade(s): 10 ς 12 Credit(s): 1.0  Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6 
Embedded Credit Opportunity: (SAE 0.5) 
 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (AFNR)  
 
Description: This year- long course is designed to give students a deep, hands- on understanding of how 
plants grow, reproduce, and respond to their environment. Throughout the year, students explore topics 
such as plant anatomy, physiology, genetics, soils, and greenhouse management while investigating how 
weather, climate, and natural disasters affect plant systems. Emphasis is placed on inquiry - based 
learning, with students engaging in laboratory experiments, propagation projects, and real - world crop 
management. By the end of the course, students will be able to apply plant science concepts to 
sustainable agriculture, horticulture, and agronomic  production practices while developing skills that 
connect directly to FFA and SAE experiences. 
 
Note: This course may satisfy a science requirement.  
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6860 AGRI- CULINARY SCIENCE  
Grade(s): 10 ς 12 Credit(s): 1.0  Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6 
Embedded Credit Opportunity: (SAE 0.5) 
 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (AFNR)  
 
Description: Agri- Culinary Sciences is a year- long, hands- on exploration of the complete food system τ
from farm to fork. Designed for grades 10ς12, this course blends agricultural science with culinary arts 
as students learn food safety, meat science, and carcass fabric ation while mastering essential cooking, 
baking, and preservation techniques. Students develop knife and kitchen skills, fabricate beef, pork, 
poultry, and lamb cuts, practice safe canning and smoking, and create value - added meat and bakery 
products. Emphasizing sustainability, food ethics, and business applications, Agri - Culinary Sciences 
prepares students for careers in food production, processing, butchery, and culinary entrepreneurship 
through real - world projects and a final capstone showcasing their te chnical and creative expertise.  
 
Note: This course may satisfy a science requirement.  
 
 
6888 SAE Embedded Credit  
Grade(s): 9 -  12   Credit(s): 0.5  Weight: 1.0  Day(s): NA 
 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Objective: Complete an SAE experience through Agricultural Education and FFA.  
 
Description: Supervised agricultural experiences (SAEs) allow students to apply what they have learned 
in the classroom in a real - world setting.  
 
Completion: Students who complete the SAE standardized requirements will earn a 0.5 credit (PASS) 
upon evidence of completed SAE documentation.  
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ART 

 

  
 The Art Department offers a diverse selection of courses designed to help students explore, create, and 
grow. Our facility includes two well - equipped art rooms. The 2D Art Room is dedicated to drawing and 
painting and features spacious drawing tables alon g with individual storage bins to keep student work 
safe. The 3D Art Room houses our ceramic studio, kilns and ample storage for the various stages of 
project progression.  
Students have the opportunity to work with a wide variety of media and participate in our annual Art 
Show. With each year of study, students take on more advanced projects, building on the skills and 
techniques developed in previous courses. Throughout eve ry lesson, students are encouraged to 
demonstrate strong craftsmanship, originality, and creative problem - solving.    
  
  
6370 DRAWING I   
Grade(s): 9 -  12   Credit(s): 1.0  Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6  
Prerequisite: None   
  
Objectives: Students will: (1) gain an understanding of various media and terminology and learn to use 
them; (2) be encouraged to be self- reliant and self - thinking; (3) develop a basic art background in 
preparation for artistic leisure time activities or career possib ilities; (4) learn to use the elements and 
principals of design in their artwork; (5) create original and creative works of art.   
  
Description: Students will explore a wide range of drawing projects using pencil, colored pencil, 
watercolor pencil, marker, and pastels. They will develop foundational drawing skills, learn human 
proportions, practice visual literacy, and experiment with patterns, rep etition, and abstract and non -
objective art.   
Expectations: Students are expected to complete project proposals and artist statements for each 
project they create, work to the best of their ability, and digitally submit their work to be graded at 
multiple points throughout the marking period. Students are expected to have an interest in art.   Talent 
is not as important as a willingness to learn and create.   
  
Textbook:  This is a project- based course with no assigned textbook.   
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6371 ADVANCED DRAWING   
Grade(s): 10 -  12  Credit(s): 1.0  Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6  
Prerequisite:  Completion of all required projects in the previous course level with evidence of 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ  
  
Objectives: Students will: (1) gain an understanding of various media and terminology and learn to use 
them; (2) be encouraged to be self- reliant and self - thinking; (3) develop a basic art background in 
preparation for artistic leisure time activities or career possib ilities; (4) learn to use the elements and 
principals of design in their artwork; (5) create original and creative works of art.  
  
Description: This course builds upon foundational skills learned in the previous level while exposing 
students to a broad range of media including pencil, charcoal, colored pencil, watercolor pencil, 
markers, and pastels. Students will continue to develop creative expr ession and advance their use of 
drawing techniques.   
  
Expectations: Students are expected to complete project proposals and artist statements for each 
project they create, work to the best of their ability, and digitally submit their work to be graded at 
multiple points throughout the marking period. Students are expected to have an interest in art.   Talent 
is not as important as a willingness to learn and create.   
  
Textbook:  This is a project- based course with no assigned textbook.   
 
6390 PAINTING I  
Grade(s): 9- 12   Credit(s): 1.0  Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6  
Prerequisite: None  
  
Objectives: Students will: (1) gain an understanding of various media and terminology and learn to use 
them; (2) be encouraged to be self- reliant and self - thinking; (3) develop a basic art background in 
preparation for artistic leisure time activities or career possi bilities; (4) learn to use the elements and 
principals of design in their artwork; (5) create original and creative works of art.  
  
Description : Students will explore fundamental techniques for both watercolor and acrylic paints. 
Through a wide variety of projects, students will develop brush control, strengthen skills in color 
matching, blending, and a variety of paint applications, along with k nowledge of the foundations of 
portrait painting.  
  
Expectations: Students are expected to complete project proposals and artist statements for each 
project they create, work to the best of their ability, and digitally submit their work to be graded at 
multiple points throughout the marking period. Students are expected to have an interest in art.   Talent 
is not as important as a willingness to learn and create.   
  
Textbook:  This is a project- based course with no assigned textbook.   
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6391 ADVANCED PAINTING  
Grade(s): 10- 12  Credit(s): 1.0  Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6  
Prerequisite: Completion of all required projects in the previous course level with evidence of 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ 
  
Objectives:  Students will: (1) gain an understanding of various media and terminology and learn to use 
them; (2) be encouraged to be self- reliant and self - thinking; (3) develop a basic art background in 
preparation for artistic leisure time activities or career possi bilities; (4) learn to use the elements and 
principals of design in their artwork; (5) create original and creative works of art.  
  
Description : This course builds upon foundational skills learned in the previous level while being 
exposed to a wide variety of painting projects consisting of, but not limited to: watercolor and acrylic 
paints as well as various techniques of how these can be applie d to a variety of surfaces. Students will 
continue to develop creative expression and advance their skills of painting techniques.   
Expectations: Students are expected to complete project proposals and artist statements for each 
project they create, work to the best of their ability, and digitally submit their work to be graded at 
multiple points throughout the marking period. Students are expected to have an interest in art.   Talent 
is not as important as a willingness to learn and create.   
  
Textbook:  This is a project- based course with no assigned textbook.   
 
 
6410 CERAMICS I  
Grade(s): 9 -  12   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6  
Prerequisite: None   
  
Objectives: Students will: (1) gain an understanding of various media and terminology and learn to use 
them; (2) be encouraged to be self- reliant and self - thinking; (3) develop a basic art background in 
preparation for artistic leisure time activities or career possib ilities; (4) learn to use the principals of 
design in their artwork; (5) create original and creative works of art.   
  
Description: Students will be exposed to a wide variety of ceramic projects consisting of, but not limited 
to: hand building (pinch, slab and coil construction), mosaics, and wheel - thrown. Both sculptural and 
functional items will be created.   
  
Expectations: Students will be expected to complete all projects to the best of their ability and to 
complete an artist statement for each project.   Students are expected to have an interest in art.   Talent 
is not as important as a willingness to learn and create. Prope r cleaning is a safety standard in 
Ceramics and students are expected to maintain a clean studio through personal and shared cleaning 
tasks. All artwork will be documented in a digital Art Portfolio.  
  
Textbook:  This is a project- based course with no assigned textbook.   
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6411 ADVANCED CERAMICS  
Grade(s): 10 -  12  Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6  
Prerequisite:  Completion of all required projects in the previous course level with evidence of 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ  
  
Objectives: Students will: (1) gain an understanding of various media and terminology and learn to use 
them; (2) be encouraged to be self- reliant and self - thinking; (3) develop a more advanced art 
background in preparation for artistic leisure time activities or caree r possibilities; (4) learn to use the 
principals of design in their artwork; (5) create original and creative works of art.   
  
Description: Students will be exposed to a wide variety of ceramic projects consisting of, but not limited 
to: hand building (pinch, slab and coil construction), mosaics, and wheel - thrown.   Both sculptural and 
functional items will be created. Students will build upon  and refine skills learned in Ceramics 1.   
  
Expectations: Students will be expected to complete all projects to the best of their ability and to 
complete an artist statement for each project.   Students are expected to have an interest in art.   Talent 
is not as important as a willingness to learn and create. Prope r cleaning is a safety standard in 
Ceramics and students are expected to maintain a clean studio through personal and shared cleaning 
tasks. All artwork will be documented in a digital Art Portfolio.  
  
Textbook:  This is a project- based course with no assigned textbook.   
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Business 
 
The Business curriculum is designed to prepare students to become knowledgeable and ethical decision 
makers as consumers, workers, and citizens. Business Education introduces students to the basics of 
personal finance, the economic principles of an increas ingly global marketplace, the decision - making 
techniques needed to be wise consumers, and the processes by which businesses operate. In addition, 
Business Education provides a concrete educational foundation for students who want to successfully 
continue t heir education in the area of business. Furthermore, the Business curriculum offers students 
opportunities to earn college credits in the area of business while still in high school through PC NOW 
courses. 

 
670 FINANCIAL LITERACY 
Grade(s): 11 REQUIRED Credit(s): 0.5   Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 3 
 
Objectives:  The goal of the  Financial Literacy  course is to provide with the information and tools to be 
financially literate and successful for personal finances.  
 
Description: Students will learn personal financial planning, money management, credit, banking, and 
consumer protection.   The financial planning unit includes financial decisions and goals, opportunity costs 
and strategies, and a financial portfolio.   The unit on money management strategies includes organizing 
financial records, personal financial statements, and budgeting for financial goals.   There is also an 
extensive unit on Banking and credit that covers savings plans, payment methods, consumer credit, 

managing debt, types of credit, and how to protect your credit.   
 
Expectations: Students are expected to complete all assignments and to contribute to class discussions. 
Assignments are listed on the course web page. Assessment is based on class assignments, projects, 
and class participation. Being on time to class and being prepared is also part of the class participation 
grade. 
 
Note: This requirement may be satisfied through the Agribusiness elective.  
 
5000 BUSINESS & MARKETING  
Grade(s): 9 -  12   Credit(s): 0.5   Weight: 1.0 Day(s): 3  Prerequisite:  None  
 
Objectives: This course is designed as an introduction to the business  courses offered in high school and 
in college. After taking this  course, students will have a basic understanding of our economy, basic 
business principles, and pitching a business idea. They will be able to write a business plan and will 
understand what is involved in running a small business.   
 
Description:  This course ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
understand them, and how to deal with them on a personal level. The information that will be covered 
will focus on both a macro and micro level with more emphasis spent on you an Ř Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
changing business world. Some of the topics which will be covered include: (1) Satisfying Needs and 
Wants; (2) Our Economic System; (3) Measuring Economic Progress; (4) Ethics and Social Responsibility 
(5) Developing a Business Plan and Pitch; (6) Types of Businesses; (7) Being an Informed Consumer; (8) 
Managing a Business  
 
Expectations: Students are expected to complete class work assignments, homework assignments, 
projects, quizzes, and tests. Students are expected to work in groups cooperatively and collaboratively. 
They will be expected to contribute to class discussions and to give c lass presentations.  
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5025 HONORS ACCOUNTING     
Grade(s): 10 -  12  Credit(s): 1.0    Weight: 1.05  Day(s): 6  
Prerequisite: None  
 
Objectives: After successful completion of this course, students should be able to:  
¶ Define accounting and identify its effects on the business world.  
¶ Identify the four basic financial statements for an organization and prepare the income 

statement, statement of retained earnings, the balance sheet, and the statement of cash flow.  
¶ Explain how the statements interrelate and interpret the statements using basic profitability, 

liquidity, and solvency ratios and horizontal and vertical analyses.  
¶ List and complete the steps of the accounting cycle including closing and reversing entries for a 

corporation  
¶ List the similarities and differences of service and merchandising businesses.  
¶ List the objectives of internal control and apply the elements of an internal control system 

especially as it relates to cash.  
¶ Identify and apply inventory methods and locate the effects of the choice of inventory methods 

on the financial statements.  
¶ Identify the classifications of receivables, apply the methods used to address the risk involved 

with the collection of accounts receivables, and calculate simple interest on notes receivables.  
¶ Identify plant assets, apply methods of depreciation, and locate how depreciation effects 

financial statements.  
¶ Identify current liabilities and tax amounts for employee and employer payroll tax entries.  
¶ Identify long- term liabilities, complete bonds payable transactions, and calculate present value.  
¶ [ƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻŎƪƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǎƘŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘȅǇŜǎ 

of dividend distributions.  
¶ Identify Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Basic principles and applications of financial accounting for business students. 
Preparation and interpretation of financial information are emphasized.   Course work provides the 
accounting knowledge necessary for success in more advanced accounting course s and in the business 
field.   
COURSE RATIONALE: The need to understand the use of financial information is critical for a business 
student.  Accounting is the language of business.  Understanding the origin of the numbers on the financial 
statements will help the student interpret that information whe n confronted with a business project or 
decision. 
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3170 COMPUTER PROGRAMMING  
Grade(s) 9 -  12   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 
 
Objectives: To learn the general principles of computer programming and an introductory knowledge of 
the Python programming language.  
 
Description: This course does not require specific knowledge of programming. Topics include 
mathematical operations and variables, branching, loops, counters and running totals, non - numeric 
data, lists and arrays, functions, and an introduction to object - oriented progr amming. 
 
Expectations: Students will write computer programs to demonstrate their knowledge of specific 
programming techniques. By the end of the year, students will create a project of their choice. It may be 
a game 
 
 
 
 
5020 AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES 
Grade(s): 11- 12   Credit(s): 1.0  Weight: 1.10  Day(s): 6 
 
Objective: The goal for the AP Computer Science Principles course is to provide students an introductory, 
college- level course in computer science  
 
Description: An introductory college - level computing course that introduces students to the breadth of 
the field of computer science. Students learn to design and evaluate solutions and to apply computer 
science to solve problems through the development of algorithms a nd programs. They incorporate 
abstraction into programs and use data to discover new knowledge. Students also explain how computing 
innovations and computing systems ς including the internet ς work, explore their potential impacts, and 
contrib ute to a computing culture that is collaborative and ethical.  
 
Expectations: Students are expected to complete class work assignments, homework assignments, 
projects, quizzes, and tests.  Students are expected to work in groups cooperatively and collaboratively.  
They will be expected to contribute to class discussions and to give class presentations.   
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English/Language Arts  
 

Sequence Grade 9 Course Grade 10 Course Grade 11 Course Grade 12 Course 
Honors/AP Honors English 9 Honors English 10 AP English Language 

and Composition 
AP English Literature 
and Composition 

College Prep Honors English 9 Honors English 10 Honors English 11 Honors 
Communications 

Academic English 9 English 10 English 11 or   
Keystone English 11 

Technical 
Communications 

Elective Journalism I or 
Intro to Drama or  
Film & Literature 
(even years) or  
Creative Writing (odd 
years) 

Journalism I or  
Advanced Journalism 
or 
Drama or  
Film & Literature 
(even years) or  
Creative Writing (odd 
years) 
 

Journalism I or  
Advanced Journalism 
or 
Drama or 
Yearbook or  
Film & Literature 
(even years) or  
Creative Writing (odd 
years) 

Journalism I or  
Advanced Journalism 
or 
Drama or 
Yearbook or  
Film & Literature (even 
years) or   
Creative Writing (odd 
years) 

 

1000 HONORS ENGLISH 9  
Grade(s): 9   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.05  Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: Must have 88% or above in 8th grade Advanced Language Arts; or 92%; above in 8th grade 
Language Arts; or with teacher recommendation  
 
Objectives: ¢ƻ ǊŜŦƛƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΤ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΤ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 
 
Description: This course focuses on reinforcing and further developing competency in writing, reading, 
literary analysis, speaking and listening, vocabulary, and grammar.  A variety of literature will be chosen 
to develop higher order critical reading skills and knowle dge of literary concepts, such as plot, conflict, 
setting, characterization, theme, irony, and figurative language.  Students will summarize, make 
assertions and inferences, and support claims about the literature.  Students will be assessed t hrough a 
variety of methods, such as objective tests, writing assignments, and projects requiring critical thinking.  
 
Expectations:  Students will be responsible for completion of all assigned readings.  Students will produce 
satisfactory writing assignments from one - paragraph responses to a properly cited research paper.    
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1010 ENGLISH 9  
Grade(s): 9    Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.0   Day(s): 6  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of middle school language arts and reading curriculum.   

 
Objectives: ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŦƛƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  
Description: Students in English 9 will work to improve reading and writing skills through the study of 
grammar, vocabulary, literary devices, nonfiction and fiction reading, research inquiry and writing. 
Students will develop their thinking, listening and speaking ski lls through exercises and activities related 
to a selection of texts.    
  
Expectations:    
¶ Students are expected to  maintain a general preparedness  for class which includes completion 

of in - class assignments, homework, and participation in small writing responses through the 
Google Classroom.   

¶ Students are expected to  read (and study) texts provided which range between short stories, 
novels, plays, and nonfiction articles.     

¶ Students are expected to write essays and response/analysis papers in regard to  concepts 
studied in class  along with researching and writing a formal research paper.   

¶ Students are expected to practice grammar, vocabulary, and other highlighted literary terms 
through  different activities and assignments  throughout the year.   

¶ Students are expected to participate in group discussions  and may be expected to  deliver 
individual or group presentations.   

¶ Students must complete a  midterm and  final examination.   
  
 

1020 HONORS ENGLISH 10  
Grade(s) 10  Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.05  Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: Must have 88% or above from Honors English 9; or 92% or above for English 9, or with 
teacher recommendation  
 
Objectives: Honors English 10 aims to prepare the high school student for upper level Honors English 
and/or AP classes and ultimately, entry into a college or university.    
 
Description: Honors English 10 is a rigorous college preparatory class that offers a survey of various 
fiction and non- fiction selections, vocabulary development, exploration of literary devices in addition to 
opportunities to express oneself through writing and speaki ng.  
 
Expectations:  

¶ Students will be responsible for the completion of all reading, writing, and homework 
assignments, which includes a summer assignment.   

¶ All of the literature, including novels will be read outside of class.   
¶ Class participation in class discussion, note - taking and general preparedness is required.   
¶ Students are expected to develop reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills according to 

Pennsylvania State Standards. 
¶ Students must complete a final examination.  
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1030 ENGLISH 10  
Grade(s) 10   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.0   Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: English 9 
 
Objectives: English 10 aims to meet the needs of the non- college bound student. Students will continue 
to develop critical reading and thinking skills as well as effective compositional techniques.  
 
Description: English 10 is a language arts course that offers a survey of various American, British, and 
World literature, vocabulary from various reading selections, and opportunities to express oneself 
verbally through writing and speaking.  In addition, this course will prepare and focus students for the 
Keystone Literature Exam.  
 
 
Expectations: Students will be responsible for the completion of all reading, writing, and homework 
assignments.  Class participation in class discussion, note - taking and general preparedness is required.  
Students are expected to develop reading, writing, speaking, and  listening skills according to 
Pennsylvania  
State Standards. 
 

1040 HONORS ENGLISH 11  
Grade(s): 11   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.05  Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: Must have 88% or above from Honors English 10; or 92% or above for English 10, or with 
teacher recommendation  
 
Objectives: The purpose of Honors English 11 is to enable potentially college - bound students to actively 
and critically read challenging nonfiction texts and to create effective compositions as will be expected in 
collegiate study.   Students will further develop career/college readiness.  
 
Description: Honors English 11 focuses primarily on nonfiction reading.  Students will learn rhetorical 
(argument) skills throughout the year.  Students will analyze essays and longer nonfiction works, in 
addition to visual texts.  Students will also complete independe nt reading projects throughout the year 
and will occasionally read works of fiction.  Students will complete a series of college/career explorations 
assignments. 
  
Expectations: Upon completion of the Honors English 11 course, students should be able to: 
¶ !ƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 

rhetorical strategies and techniques  
¶ Apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing  
¶ Create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience  
¶ Write effectively for a variety of purposes and in a variety of ways  
¶ Write thoughtfully about their own process of composition  
¶ Evaluate, incorporate, and cite primary and secondary source documents in researched papers  

In addition, Honors English 11 students should be college- bound students who are committed to academic 
excellence.   
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1050 ENGLISH 11  
Grade(s) 11  Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: English 10  
 
Objectives: ¢ƻ ǊŜŦƛƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƛƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
thinking skills and approaches to learning life -ƭƻƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƛƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
literature/reading and the relevance to their lives. Students will complete a series of career/college 
explorations assignments.  
 
Description: This course examines a survey of both fiction and non - fiction while developing vocabulary 
and exploring literary devices. Students will continue to develop their written and oral expression as 
they read, analyze, and interpret reading selections, as well a ǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎΦ  
 
Expectations: 
¶ All students will work consistently at their highest level of achievement, achieving credit for the 

quality of their work/efforts.  
¶ Students must maintain notebooks/folders containing teacher - provided and personal notes.  
¶ Students are responsible for completion of all assignments, readings, and presentations.   
¶ Students must complete both a midterm and a final examination.  

 

1070 HONORS COMMUNICATIONS  
Grade(s) 12   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.05  Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: Must have 85% or higher average in Honors English 11 or AP Language and Composition; or 
92% or higher average in English 11; or teacher recommendation 
 
hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ- bound students. Students will increase skills in 
reading comprehension, writing, diction, listening, public speaking and critical thinking. State and 
national standards will be reinforced in this final year of high school. Emphasis will be on integrating 
information acros ǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
world in general. Students will develop skills in preparation for college placement exams.  
 
Description: The writing component will prepare students for college - level writing. Emphasis will be on 
the expository skills of process and causal analysis, comparison and contrast, division and 
classification, definition, and example. Students will also narrate, argu e, and describe. All genre of 
literature will be offered, and strategies for understanding, interpreting, and applying the content will be 
presented. Grammar, diction, and vocabulary lessons will concentrate on usage in effective writing. 
Speaking skills will be encouraged in class discussions and in individual presentations.  
 
Expectations: Students will complete all assignments promptly, including essays, presentations and other 
homework. Students will read all assigned literature. Students will maintain a classroom journal 
consisting of a variety of writing assignments. Students will active ly participate in all class activities.  
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1080 COMMUNICATIONS  
Grade(s): 12   Credit(s): 1.0    Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: English 11  
 
Objectives: ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ 
school. Students will continue acquiring skills primarily in technical writing, public speaking, and critical 
thinking. State and national standards will be reinforced in this final year of high school. Emphasis will be 
on integrating information across the curric ulum and applying acquired knowledge to the students  lives 
and their world, in general.  
 
Description: This course will concentrate on preparing students for life post high school, particularly the 
job market. This course will emphasize the technical writing process, with practice in preparing reports, 
instructions, memos, and other communications for busin ess and industry, as well as effective uses of 
social media. Writing goals also include vocabulary development and improved grammar and mechanical 
conventions. Public speaking skills will also be emphasized through class discussion and individ ual 
presentations.  
 
Expectations: Students will complete all assigned writing tasks, presentations, assignments and other 
projects. Participation in class discussion, note - taking and general preparedness is expected.  
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1090 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION  
Grade(s): 12   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.10   Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: Must have an overall 85% over higher average in AP English Language and Composition; or 
92% average or higher in Honors English 11; or teacher recommendation 
 
hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ- level work for seniors who are college - ready in the 
English field . Students will prepare  (1) to take the national Advanced Placement (AP) test in Literature and 
Composition; (2) to examine the many genre of literature; (3) to engage in insightful discussion of literary 
ideas, form, and technique; (4)  to study and employ advanced rhetoric, syntax, grammar, and structure; 
(5) to prepare students for active participation in class discussion as well as more f ormal public speaking 
presentations.  
 
Description: The course will emphasize the major genre identified for Advanced Placement. Those genres 
include poetry, short story, drama, the novel, and film. Those who elect this course will be expected to 
think in the higher order of analysis and synthesis. Students  will also write with quality and in quantity. 
Students will be active in class discussion and develop public speaking skills.  
 
Reading Expectations: 
¶ It is assumed that students can read and comprehend texts independently. The advanced reader 

must be able to analyze without coaching from the teacher.  
¶ The reading selections are challenging. Advanced Placement deals with college level materials 

and, therefore, advanced vocabulary and length. 
Writing Expectations:  
¶ Students are expected to write extempore and at length.  
¶ The teacher will expect to read student essays for intelligent commentary and reasoned 

argument. 
¶ Mastery of English language usage, grammar, mechanics, spelling, and syntax is expected.  
¶ Students will write at least once every two weeks. The minimum response for critical essays is 

500 words. 
¶ Rhetorical stance, recognition of audience, reasoning skills, diction, syntax, figurative language, 

mechanical, structural, and grammatical standards ς all will be examined.  
Other Expectations: 
¶ Compositions will be due on the day they are required.  
¶ Reading assignments must be done for assigned dates.  
¶ Students are expected to participate fully in class discussion, as well as formal presentations.  
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1060 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION  
Grade(s): 11   Credit(s): 1.0   Weight: 1.10  Day(s): 6 
Prerequisite: a grade of 90% or above in Honors English 9 and 10, or with teacher recommendation  
 
Objectives: The purpose of Advanced Placement Language and Composition is to enable students to read 
complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate 
effectively with mature readers.  The students prepare to take  the national Advanced Placement exam in 
Language and Composition.  
 
Description: Advanced Placement Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled 
readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose 
for a variety of purposes.  Students also engage in activities that he lp prepare them for future 
career/college planning throughout the year.  
 
Expectations: Upon completion of the AP English Language and Literature course, students should be able 
to: 
¶ !ƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 

rhetorical strategies and techniques  
¶ Apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing  
¶ Create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience  
¶ Write effectively for a variety of purposes and in a variety of ways  
¶ Write thoughtfully about their own process of composition  
¶ Evaluate, incorporate, and cite primary and secondary source documents in researched papers  

 
In addition, AP English 11 students should be committed to academic excellence and rigor. 

 
 
1100 CREATIVE WRITING I   
 *(This course is offered every other year.)    

Grade(s): 9 -  12    Credit(s): 0.5   Weight: 1.0   Day(s): 3  
Prerequisite: None   
Objectives: Students will experiment with writing in various genres of fiction and nonfiction.   

Description: Creative Writing provides an exploratory venue for student composition.  The course allows 

for creativity in topics/subjects of writing, but the format and genre of writing will be set for each individual 
assignment. The goal of the course is to study different types of writing and attempt them so students can 
explore their own  writing talent in unique ways.   
  
Expectations:   
¶ Students are expected to read examples of expert writers in the various genres.   
¶ Students are expected to be open to sharing portions  of writing for discussion purposes (not at 

all times; there will be flexibility for when students feel comfortable sharing).   
¶ Students are expected to maintain a journal in which they write on a daily basis  which will be part 

of their portfolio which is submitted for a grade each marking period.   
¶ Students are expected to submit writing samples for the different assignments in an effort 

to explore diverse genres of writing.    
¶ Students are expected to submit drafts for teacher and/or peer revision on a regular basis as 

specified by the course syllabus.   
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1105 FILM AND LITERATURE   
*(This course is offered every other year.)   
Grade(s): 9 -  12    Credit(s): 0.5   Weight: 1.0 Day(s): 3  
Prerequisite: None   
Objectives: Students enrolling in Film and Literature  will view and analyze a variety of films while 
exploring the comparisons to fiction and nonfiction texts with the goal of encouraging students to be active 
and critical viewers and readers of film, texts, and the media.   
Description: Film is often influenced by a text but  should be critiqued individually while also making 
comparisons and connections to the original work. Students will read and analyze stories from different 
genres in order to compare and contrast  the film interpretatio n. For some films, the class will analyze it 
as its own text based on literary and film analysis terms.    
Expectations:   
¶ Students are expected to read selected  (sometimes excerpts of)  novels, short stories, plays,  etc. 

in order to analyze the process of interpreting a text and creating a film.    
¶ At times, students are expected to read and respond to critical essays and articles in regard to the 

films studied. Students are expected to take a small quiz on the basic content of the film after the 
class finishes.   

¶ For each story to film unit, students are required to fill out film guides, a guide that investigates 
the film in terms of literature.    

¶ Students are expected to utilize film analysis (and literary) terminology in their responses.    
¶ Students are expected to practice writing and analysis of films through response papers.    
¶ Students are expected to participate in group discussions and/or presentations.   

 
Expectations:  
Reading Expectations:  
¶ Students are expected to read selected novels, short stories, plays, etc. in order to analyze the 

process of interpreting a text and creating a film.  
¶ At times, students will be expected to read and respond to critical essays and articles in regards 

to the films studied.  
Writing Expectations:  
¶ For each story to film unit, students will be required to fill out film guides, a guide that investigates 

the film in terms of literature.  
¶ Students are expected to utilize film analysis (and literary) terminology in their responses.  
¶ Students will be expected to practice writing and analysis of films through response papers.  

Speaking Expectations: 
¶ Students are expected to participate in group discussions and/or presentations.  

 
 
 
1110 JOURNALISM I 
Grade(s) 9- 12   Credit(s): 0.5   Weight: 1.0   Day(s): 3 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Objectives: To introduce students to basic journalistic concepts and skills.  
 
Description: This course focuses on developing the skills needed for students to advance to Advanced 
Journalism and consequently contribute to the school newspaper, The Arrowhead, on a monthly basis. 
Students will be introduced to, and develop competency in, the journalistic style and structure of writing, 
photojournalism, and the technology required to produce the school newspaper. Media law, ethics, 
effective newspaper layout, a nd the different types of news stories will also be examined. Students will 
be able to apply concepts they have learned by contributing to the publication of the newspaper on an 
as- needed basis. Students will be assessed through completion of assignments.  
 
Expectations: Students will be responsible for completing all assignments.  
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1140/1150 ADVANCED JOURNALISM  
Grade(s) 10- 12   Credit(s): 0.5/1.0  Weight: 1.0   Day(s): 3 or 6 
Prerequisite: An average of 85% in Journalism I, as well as a signature of approval from the Journalism 
teacher 
 
Objectives: Students will use the journalistic concepts they learned in Journalism I. to create content for 
the school newspaper, The Arrowhead.  
 
Description: ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
year in Journalism. Students will create stories and articles in the journalistic style every month of the 
school year for the school newspaper, The Arrowhead . When needed, students will incorporate 
photography in their stories or articles. Skills using the technology associated with production of the 
newspaper and layout design will also be applied. Students will be assessed on their completion of 
assignments, as well as their ability to meet several deadlines a month.  
 
Expectations: Students will be responsible for contributing to the school newspaper monthly , 
completing all assignments, and meeting newspaper deadlines.  
 

 
1160/1170 PHOTOJOURNALISM 
Grade(s) 9- 12   Credit(s): 0.5/1.0  Weight: 1.0   Day(s): 3 or 6 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Objectives: Students will learn how to take photos using the photojournalistic style of photography.  
 
Description: Students will learn to capture images for news and feature stories, as well as the 
necessary camera skills to accomplish the photojournalistic style of photography, such as effective 
angles, composition and lighting. They will also learn how to edit photos  using Photoshop and write 
captions, so their photos are publishable.    
 
Expectations: Students will be responsible for completing all assignments, some of which may require 
students to take photos outside of the classroom and beyond the school day  
 
 
 
1130/1131 YEARBOOK 
Grade(s): 11- 12   Credit(s): 0.5/1.0    Weight: 1.0  Day(s): 3 or 6 
Prerequisite: Students must be accepted to the yearbook staff following a selection process.  Students 
must fill out an application in January prior to scheduling according to a preset deadline.  Students will 
need two teachers willing to act as references to their work ing abilities.  After the deadline, the yearbook 
adviser will use that information to decide which students will be on the staff.  This course is offered only 
on a Pass/Fail basis with credit awarded.  
 
Objectives: To create a comprehensive record of the student life and events at Montoursville Area High 
School. 
 
Description: This course focuses on developing skills in journalistic writing, interviewing and listening 
skills, graphic design, photography, business with sales and advertising, and computer programs, such 
as InDesign and Photoshop. 
 
Expectations: Students will complete satisfactory work and meet deadlines for assigned work.  
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1260 LITERARY DRAMA 
Grade(s): 9- 12  Credit(s): 0.5  Weight: 1.0   Day(s): 3 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Objectives: Students will read, discuss, and experience literary dram a from various time periods, 
playwrights, cultures, and styles.  
 
Description: Literary drama provides a survey of dramas for student reading, acting, viewing, and analysis 
to deepen understanding of the genre. The units of study will be thematic, cultural, or by time period or 
playwright. Some units will allow for student choice of the play they interact with, and some will be whole-
class studies. Students will read, view, analyze, and write about how an audience interacts with drama, 
and how different interpretations of the same scrip may occur. The goals of the course are to explore how 
the dramatic genre is unique to prose and poetry , and to interact with all the components of a play to 
analyze how they work together to support dramatic interpretation.  
 
Expectations:  
¶ Students are expected to complete assigned readings outside of class and participate in in - class 

readings. 
¶ Students are expected to actively participate in the viewings of plays.  
¶ Students are expected to complete independent and group analysis and creative assignments.  
¶ Students are expected to attend a live drama to complete a written analysis.  

 
 
1261 INTRODUCTION TO DRAMA  
Grade(s): 9  
Credit(s): 0.5  Weight: 1.0   Day(s): 3  
Prerequisite:  None  
  
Objectives: To introduce students to basic theatre concepts, methods of acting, and performance 
techniques.  
  
Description: Introduction to  Drama is an exploratory  course in which students will explore the nature of 
ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΦ  Students will cultivate the art of acting, creating a character, 
emphasizing body movement, pantomime, voice projection, articulation, and overall stage presence.     
  
Expectations: Students will:   
¶ Experiment with improvisation    
¶ Develop believable characters   
¶ Assess and evaluate peer performances in a constructive way   
¶ Be introduced to modes of performance acting   
¶ Develop an appreciation for the theatre and  dramatic arts    
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1265 DRAMA 
Grade(s): 10 -  12  Credit(s): 0.5  Weight: 1.0   Day(s): 3 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Objectives: Students will explore basic theatre concepts, methods of acting, and performance techniques.  
 
Description: Drama offers an opportunity for students in grades 10- 12 to practice and cultivate acting skills.  
Students will cultivate the art of acting, creating a character, emphasizing body movement, pantomime, 
voice projection, articulation, and overall stage pres ence.  Students will rehearse and perform various 
scenes in various styles, and students will gain knowledge of the aspects of theatre through research, 
reading, writing, performing, observing, and evaluating.    
 
Expectations: Students will:  
¶ Rehearse and perform monologues  
¶ Experiment with improvisation  
¶ Create character for assigned roles in one - acts, vignettes, and other small performances  
¶ Assess and evaluate peer performances in a constructive way  
¶ Be introduced to some of the history of theatre and modes of performance acting  
¶ Develop an appreciation for the theatre and dramatic arts  


